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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my friend Joyce Black, who passed
away on Friday, October 4, 2013. | wish |
could be at the funeral today to be with her
husband Stanley and the rest of her family,
but my congressional responsibilities keep me
in Washington.

Joyce lived a truly remarkable life. She was
involved with numerous charitable and civic
organizations, including the American Diabe-
tes Association, City of Hope, Stop Cancer,
Vista Del Mar, Israel Bonds, the Jewish Fed-
eration, the L.A. Jewish Home, the L.A.
Opera, Cedars Sinai Medical Center, and the
Temple of the Arts. In fact, earlier this month,
Joyce and Stanley made a special donation to
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles that will fund
research and clinical care programs at the
hospital. Joyce was devoted to providing the
best medical care to our children.

| extend my sincerest condolences to Stan-
ley, her son Jack, and daughters Jill and
Janis. Married for 57 years, Stanley and
Joyce’s partnership was truly inspirational.
Joyce leaves behind a remarkable legacy of
kindness and generosity that will impact not
only those who were lucky enough to meet
her, but future generations to come.

———
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Northwest Florida’s Marty
White for having spent forty years on the
radio, over thirty of which have been spent
waking up the people of the greater Pensacola
area. | am pleased to acknowledge his suc-
cess and great achievement.

Mr. White grew up in Northwest Florida and
attended J.M. Tate High School in Canton-
ment. After graduation, he joined the United
States Air Force where he served our Nation
before he ever thought about a career on
morning radio. Following his military service,
Mr. White used his connections to secure an
interview at a local radio station in 1973. He
landed the job and has been on the radio ever
since, entertaining the people of the Gulf
Coast.

The radio industry has changed drastically
over the years that Mr. White has been on the
air. Many radio personalities have come and
gone in the wake of advancing technology and
station buyouts. Mr. White, however, has
adapted to these changes and remained a
local radio mainstay due to his massive popu-
larity.

Over twenty of his years on the radio have
been spent on 102.7 WXBM. What once start-
ed as a small station in Chumuckla has
moved to Pensacola under the umbrella of the
second largest radio station operator in the
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country, Cumulus Media. Whereas this change
could have resulted in the hiring of a new staff
altogether, Mr. White has remained as the
voice that the people of Northwest Florida
enjoy waking up to in the morning or listening
to during their drive to work.

On behalf of the United States Congress, |
congratulate Marty White for reaching forty
years on the radio. My wife Vicki joins me in
offering our best wishes to Mr. White, his wife
Donna, and their son Cody. We look forward
to many more mornings listening to Marty on
“Your Hometown Morning Show” in the years
to come.

———
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and pay tribute to the
life and legacy of educator and homemaker,
Mrs. Lillian Watkins, a beloved educator and
homemaker.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins passed away on Sun-
day, October 6 at the age of 96. While | am
deeply saddened by her passing, | am com-
forted in knowing that her legacy is one that
will live on through her involvement in public
education, the values she instilled in her chil-
dren and the foundation of her husband’s suc-
cess.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins was born on March 13,
1917 in Canton, Mississippi as the fourth of
Reverend Willie L. Varnado and Mrs. Etta
Pearl Varnado’s five children. She attended el-
ementary, primary and secondary schools in
Canton and Jackson, Mississippi. Mrs. Wat-
kins earned her bachelor's degree from Lane
College in Jackson, Tennessee where she
graduated cum laude.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins taught civics and home
economics at Burt High School in Clarksville,
Tennessee following graduation. She later
married one of her fellow teachers, Mr. Levi
Watkins Sr. After marrying in 1940 the couple
moved to Parsons, Kansas where she gave
birth to five of their six children. In 1948, the
family moved to Montgomery, Alabama where
the sixth child was born.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins raised six children, all of
which have broken racial barriers in the South
by holding leadership positions in the arts,
business, education, government and medi-
cine.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins’ husband is known for
his transformational leadership as the presi-
dent of Alabama State University. He took the
university from a small teacher’s college to a
destination university accredited by the South-
ern Association of Colleges and Schools upon
his departure in 1981. Although her husband
is highly respected for his legacy at Alabama
State University, Mrs. Watkins’ children give
her the credit for their successes in life. She
was the personality of the family giving her
children the rock-solid confidence they would
need to achieve their goals.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins’ son, Dr. Levi Watkins,
Jr. was the first African-American graduate of
Vanderbilt University and the first cardiac sur-
geon in the country to perform a human im-
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plantation of the automatic implantable
defibrillator. Another son of Mrs. Watkins’ is a
retired surgeon while one of her daughters is
a concert pianist.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins’ son Donald Watkins,
Sr., Esq., was Montgomery’s first black city at-
torney and one of the first African-Americans
on the City Council. Watkins describes his
mother as the “rock” of the family. He said
that because of the love and respect she pro-
vided to all of her children they never had to
look outside of the home for validation.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins’ daughter Doristine
Minott was the principal of Southlawn Middle
School until her retirement in 2007. Mrs.
Minott remembers her mother for teaching her
children to be humble and “to see beauty in
the simplest things.” She remembers, “My
mom was the quiet giant behind my dad’s suc-
cess . . . It was she who quieted the storms
during the difficult times.”

Mrs. Lillian Watkins is remembered as one
who fully embraced her roles of wife, mother
and homemaker and later, as aunt, grand-
mother and great-grandmother.

Mrs. Lillian Watkins had a passion for
music, sewing, art, decorating and traveling. In
her later years, she developed a gift for writing
poetry. She participated in poetry readings at
Art Festivals in her community and at church
while living in Ohio with her daughter. Several
of her poems were later published in two
books.

Mrs. Lilian Watkins’ legacy will live on
through the lives of her six children. All six of
her children have broken tremendous racial
barriers not only in Alabama but across the
country. The success of her children is only a
reflection of the integrity and humility that she
instilled in each of them.

Saying thank you to Mrs. Lillian Watkins
seems woefully inadequate. But, we are truly
grateful for the life of this extraordinary public
servant, educator, mother and homemaker.
On behalf of the 7th Congressional District,
the State of Alabama and this Nation, | ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring the life
and legacy of Mrs. Lillian Watkins.

———
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Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Smithsonian Secretary
Wayne Clough for his long and distinguished
career in Academia, and as caretaker of the
Smithsonian legacy since 2008.

Secretary Clough announced this month
that he would retire in October, 2014 after
what will be six unforgettable years at the
helm of this historic institution.

Since Clough’s tenure began, his unprece-
dented leadership has taken the Smithsonian
in new directions—setting bold new edu-
cational goals that built on the institution’s
core strengths. As a part of this process, the
Smithsonian has now become a world leader
in new digital communications and imaging
technology. To reach new audiences, Clough
oversaw the first-ever online branding and ad-
vertisement campaign across all 50 states,
and has put renewed emphasis on collabora-
tions with universities and outside organiza-
tions. More than 400 exhibitions have been
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